LORD  LEICESTER'S  HOSPITAL  AT WARWICK:
Founded by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, K.G., P.C., Master of the Horse:
For Twelve Poor Men "hereafter maimed or hurt in the Wars, in the service of th
Queen's Majesty, her heirs and successors."
(Photograph, Harold Baker, Birmingham).
Lord Leicester's bequest has continued in operation through the centuries: the Master an<
Brethren being nominated by his nearest representative, who today is Lord De L'lslc and Dudley o
Penshurst Place, Kent.
It was stipulated by Leicester that special preference be given to such soldiers " as shall be unde.
conduct or leading of us or our Heirs, or the servants and tenants of us and our heirs." The Brethrer
were to be soldiers from Warwick, Kenilworth, Stratford-upon-Avon, Wotton-under-Edge, anc
Earlingham.
If there were not twelve soldiers in need of a home, other poor men could be accepted, provided
they were of good character. Any breaches of morality were to be punished by expulsion of the
offending Brother, and there were severe penalties for brawling or even for discourteous words.
The Master selected by Lord Leicester was Cartwright, usually now classed as a violent " Puritan."
But he must have joined the Established Church on becoming Master of this Hospital; for Rule II
stipulates that the Master before being inducted must take the oath of the Queen's Supremacy
"mentioned in the Statute made in the first year of our Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majesty that now
is." (Sec E.E., Vol. V, p. 2, for the exact terms of that Oath.)
It was to be sworn " in the Hall of the said Hospital, in the presence of the Recorder of Warwick,
... and of all or the greater part of the Brethren."
Information from Lord De L'Isle and Dudley (1935), quoting "A Copy of the Ordinances, Statutes
and Rules, made for the Order and Government of the Hospital in the Town of Waru>ic\, called ' The
Hospital of Robert Earl of Leicester in Warwic^.1 Printed only for the use of the Foundations,
Warwic\. Printed by Henry Coofe. MDCCCXL"
The XXX Statutes, signed by Leicester, provide against various contingencies; and he willed that
after his death the Mastership should go to the Vicar of St. Mary's Church, Warwick (where Leicester's
ancestors the Beauchamp Earls of Warwick were buried; and where his son's tomb and his own and
that of his brother Ambrose Earl of Warwick were yet to be).
The Brethren attended public service in that Church; and the Statutes enacted that in the Hospital
they were to pray daily for the Sovereign, Nobility, Councillors, Clergy, and Commons of the Realm,
and for God's guidance for each and all.
The government of the Hospital today is still the same as at the time of the foundation. Although
the benevolence of Leicester has so long outlived him in the most practical way, our historians continue
to heap him with obloquy, based on the 1584 and 1585 libels, which ignore the Hospital, and
outrageously represent as an oppressor of the poor the very man whom his intimates described as
ready to help in good work any persons who showed a "spark of vertue or honesty."
(iz) E. M. Tenison's "Elizabethan England" 111. J. 6.

